6
now the longitude of technoscientific progress probably passes through Japan.
Or, has that longitude not only frozen in place but also started to fade? Europe and Japan have not declined in technoscientific innovation, and neither has the USA. Add Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Brazil, Argentina, and Canada to the mix. As an increasingly larger fraction of the global population becomes technoscientifically literate and imbued with what Jawaharlal Nehru called the "scientific temper," 7 the longitude of technoscientific progress is no longer a meaningful concept. Technoscientific progress is occurring worldwide.
I have no doubt that we live in the best of times so far in human history. The technoscientific revolutions originating during the last six decades have completely connected the planet. Even from the remote islands of Kiribati does a friend of mine skype with me. Dictators, not to mention democratically elected politicians, have begun to quake before the voices of their people organized through social media powered by the fruits of technoscientific research. Rapid and global mobility of people and ideas shows up racial taxonomy as a canard. Research, design, and manufacturing are being globalized, and many a product is released simultaneously in different parts of the world. To be sure, there are winners and losers, but an increasingly larger segment of the global population sees its well-being in higher education, especially science and technology.
We do have to tackle new problems, many of our own making. But, in my optimistic view, every human brain is better than a computer. We have about 7 billion brains-an awe-inspiring resource to solve our problems and assure our future. We also have enough resources, globally, to feed, house and educate every one of the bodies housing those brains. Our innate curiosity and ingenuity guarantee that satisfactory answers will continue to emerge for contemporary major problems: pollution, sustainability, energy consumption, infectious diseases, and so on.
Though humans have never lived better than now, I am confident that the future shall be even better.
